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Dear Friends,

Greetings from the Patna Province, as it heads
into the conclusion of its Centenary year.

The celebration of the Centenary of the
Patna Jesuit Mission on March 3, 2021 was a
joyful experience. In the midst of so many
local, national and global tragedies, the 
Centenary has reminded me to be always
grateful for “the great things God has done
for us during these one hundred years.” I
take this opportunity to express our grati-
tude, as a province, to all who have been
part of this pilgrimage. THANK YOU!

Missouri Province, USA, arrived in India,
in 1921, they perhaps, would not have

stand on the shoulders of giants. They have
built this Mission into what it is today. The 

-
suits and in one hundred years it has grown
60-fold. As we look forward for the next
one hundred years, I believe that enthu-
siasm for the mission, love for the people 
and Church we serve, rising above our own
self-will, self-love and self-interest, will
be the hallmark of Patna Jesuits. Despite a
constant decline in vocations, we need to 
support “bold apostolic initiatives” to meet 
newer challenges.

This Centenary offers us the realization

and grounded” in our spiritual traditions to
be relevant as “men of God” and “men of
the Church.” As Blessed Pedro Arrupe, SJ,
our former Superior General, reminds us
that “Falling in Love with Christ”, will de-
termine all our plans and visions for the fu-
ture: whether awake or asleep, celebrating
or grieving, conversing or in silence. This, 
I believe, will be the benchmark for Patna
Jesuits for the next one hundred years. I am 
sure; all of you will continue to be co-trav-
ellers with us on this pilgrimage.

God bless you all!

In the Lord,

Fr. Donald Miranda, SJ
Provincial
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Centenary Smiles
By Fr. Joseph Pulickal, SJ

The year 2021 is a milestone in the history of Patna Jesuits as it was 

of the country from the British 

Baby Steps

“It was for these most marginalized 

looking for opportunities to bring the 
message of freedom.” 

Archbishop of Patna, Most. Rev. Sebastian Kallupura, releasing the Centenary Souvenir, ‘Winged 
Colours of Hope,’ in the company of Rev. Fr. Donald Miranda, SJ, Archbishop Emeritus Most. Rev. 
William D’Souza, SJ, (Extreme left), Rev. Sr. Josetta, Mother General of the Sisters of the Sacred 

Heart, and other dignitaries.

...continued on page 2
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An Earthquake, Drought, and Floods
The Church has always come forward 

has also had its 

Church of Patna 
was fully in action 

New Momentum

tion, made a few journeys to the South 
of the country to the old Christian cen

for recruits for Patna Mission.

Growth and Expansion

of Patna Mission. 
Without their solid 
commitment, it is 

how our numerous rural schools and 

Smiles for the Miles Ahead

Manthan and other social centers were 

smiles on their faces and those smiles 

smile to our own faces, too. 

many more milestones.

Fr. Joseph Pulickal, SJ, 
writer and master of Hindi languge. 
He is part of the XTTI community 
and assigned at Xavier Institute of 
Social Research, Patna. 

Empowering the least and the last: Education 
brought smiles to the faces of village children.

By Fr. Benny Moolan, SJ

Amidst the pandemic restrictions, the 
celebrations of the Centenary of Patna 
Jesuit Mission was concluded on March 3, 
2021, at XTTI, Patna. 

The day began with a short prayer 
service at the Jesuit cemetery, where all 
our Jesuit pioneers are laid to rest. As a 
symbolic expression of our appreciation 
and gratitude to all our pioneers and 
benefactors, a plaque was unveiled at 
the cemetery by the Archbishop of Patna, 
Most. Rev. Sebastian Kallupura. It was 
an emotional moment of reconnecting 

lit from the embers at the cemetery and 
carried to the venue of the Holy Eucharist 
and the ceremonial lamp was lit with the 

by the same spirit of our pioneers.
The prayer was followed by Holy Eu-

charist presided over by four bishops and 
joined by ten Jesuit provincials, more 
than a hundred priests, and others.

A felicitation program followed the 
Holy Eucharist. During the program, 
we were ignited by the video messages 
of Rev. Fr. Arturo Sosa, SJ, the Superi-
or General of the Society of Jesus, Fr. 
Brian Paulson, SJ, the provincial of the 
USA Midwest Province, and Fr. Theodore 
Bowling, SJ, the oldest member of the 
Patna Province. All the dignataries were 
felicitated to express our gratitude. Rev. 
Fr. Stanislaus D’Souza, SJ, the president 
of the Jesuit Conference of South Asia, in 
his presidential message appreciated the 
contribution of the Patna Jesuits in the 
mission of the Chruch and of the Society 
of Jesus. The program ended with a 
dance-drama depicting the historical 100 
year journey of the Patna Jesuit Mission.

Rev. Fr. Donald Miranda, SJ, welcoming the guests 
during the Centenary Celebrations

continued from page 1...

Patna and USA Midwest Province 
Collaborative Link

Fr. Thomas Chillikulam, SJ, 
serves as Chaplain at Loyola 
University Chicago and can be 
reached at: Gonzaga Jesuit 
Community, 6235 N Kenmore 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660, 
USA. Phone: 203-706-9601; 
e-mail: chillikulam@gmail.com

In these past one hundred 
years, we have tried our best to 
be agents of Christ’s liberative 

redemption. 
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A Bloomed Bud in Sanctity
By Fr. Rajesh Somepalli, SJ

they were not Christians, made sure 

from my family and other well wishers, 

er he led me. 

formation. 

Fr. Rajesh Somepalli, SJ, is the sole 
newely ordained priest for Patna 
province this year. He is assinged at 
Queen of the Apostle Church, Kurji, 
for his pastoral ministry.

By Fr. Ignatius Arun Abraham, SJ

It’s quite nostalgic to tread down memory 
lane once you acquire a good bit of grey 
on top!

Here is a short story about my family 
and a glimpse of the goodwill of those 
angels who virtually descended from the 
heavens and made difference, squarely! 
I come from Bettiah, a small town in the 
Northwest of the State of Bihar of the 
Union of India. My granny would often 
recall stories of Frs. Stoy, Farrell, Meyer, 
et al. My father began his schooling in 
Chuhari, a neighboring village under the 
care of Fr. Forster, Br. Pais and others. 
Then he moved to Khrist Raja High School, 
Bettiah. In his stories he would talk about 
Frs. Sontag, Bohn, Bonnet, O’Connor, 

-
ever, he dropped out after Grade VIII. The 
Catholic Printing Press, a Jesuit enterprise 
then, trained him into an all-round hand 
there, in the thirties. In 1942, his Jesuit 
pastor sent him to Fr. Charles McAleese, at 
Danapur military cantonment in Patna, who 

sapper in the Unit of Royal Indian Engi-
neers. My mother was a trained teacher 
but worked as a philatelist in an establish-
ment overseen by the Jesuits.

Three out of four of us brothers are 
named after Jesuits: Francis Xavier, Ignati-

felt all around us while we were growing 
up. Frs. Mc Glinchy, Roserfelder, John 
Kenny, Cabin Angelo, all cared for grooming 
us into what we are today. A year after 
graduating from KR in 1966, I began as a 
Medical Secretary at Holy Family Hospi-
tal, a fabulous gift of the Jesuits to Patna 
through Frank Loesch and company. The 

made me succumb! In 1982, I stepped into 
the Jesuit Novitiate at XTTI. A late voca-
tion! I was ordained in 1992. 

The Jesuits taught us how we must also 
give ourselves to others. No lacking, no 
looking back once a family spares its dear 
ones in the service of God! It is literal-
ly true! The Jesuits have made a great 
difference in our lives. There are many 
more families in ours and in the neighbor-
ing Dioceses with similar stories. These 
are stories of the efforts of Jesuit pioneers 
in reaching out towards community and 
nation building.

Fr. Ignatius Arun Abraham, SJ, 
is a member of St. Michael’s 
community and serves as the 
moderator of the school of mu-
sic and dance at St. Michael’s 
School, Patna.

after ordination, at St. Xavier’s School, Patna

WORDS OF GRATITUDE
On the occasion of the commemoration of the 100 years of the pilgrim journey of 

the Patna Jesuit Mission, we, the Patna Jesuits, express our sincere gratitude to all 
the pioneers, benefactors, friends, and well-wishers for being part of this journey.
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Fr. Dionysius Rasquinha, SJ
Died on September 24, 

2020 in Patna. He was a 
teacher of theology, special-
ized in liberation and Dalit 

writer and musician too.

I N  R E M E M B R A N C E 

Fr. S.P. Lourdusamy, SJ
Died on November 22, 

2020 in Kolkata. He was a 
loving pastor, an  

understanding spiritual 
guide, and learned teacher 
of theology, specialized in 

moral theology. 
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